
Copyright University of Reading

DORCHESTER 
2050: 
WHAT CAN WE 
LEARN FROM 
OTHER LONG-
TERM 
VISIONS?
Professor Tim Dixon 

(School of the Built 
Environment, 

University of Reading)

1

School of the Built 
Environment





3

ü70% of global carbon emissions 
ü75% of global energy consumption
ü2050:  66% global population



WHY ARE CITIES IMPORTANT? 

Source GOS/ Centre for Cities, 2014

(Top 63 PUAs)





CLIMATE EMERGENCIES & TRANSITION TOWNS
Transition towns

(as at October 2019)

Source: https://www.trafforddatalab.io
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1970s

Today



WHY DO WE NEED CITY VISIONS?

ÅSense of purpose

ÅVitality and belief systems

ÅWhat sort of future do we 
want?

ÅPromote discussion and 
debate

ÅMobilise resources around 
desired future



URBAN (CITY) FORESIGHT
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ñCity foresight is the science of thinking about 
the future of cities. It draws on diverse methods 
to give decision-makers comprehensive 
evidence about anticipated  and possible future 
change...ò

(Source: p7, GoS(2016): City Foresight)



BENEFITS AND OUTCOMES 
OF CITY VISIONING PROCESS 
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Source: GoS, 2016



WHAT MAKES A SUCCESSFUL CITY VISION?

ÅVision, strategy and action

ÅIntegrated approach to climate 
change, energy, economy, 
transport/mobility and people

ÅParticipatory and inclusive

ÅAnalytically sound

ÅPolitically viable
12
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óLOCALôEXAMPLES OF 
CITY VISIONS
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ÅReading 2050

ÅOxford 2050

ÅBasingstoke Horizon 
2050

ÅWindsor 2030



UK National Foresight 

Foresight City 
Network

City Pilots
City Vision 
Community

Newcastle

Cardiff

Manchester

Liverpool

London:
UCL city leadership

Devolution 
Agenda/Societal 

Challenges

Foresight Working 
Papers

ÅRochdale
ÅBristol
ÅMilton Keynes

ÅBelfast
ÅBirmingham
ÅCambridge
ÅDerby
ÅDerry/
Londonderry
ÅEdinburgh
ÅGlasgow
ÅLancaster

ÅLeeds
ÅLeicester
ÅLondon
ÅNottingham
ÅOxford
ÅReading
ÅSheffield

Other future city/region 
initiatives

ÅNorthern Powerhouse
ÅCatapult ïFuture Cities
ÅESRC Urban 
Transformations 
ÅEtcééé.

UK Government GOS Future of Cities Foresight Programme 

(2013-2016) 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/future-of-cities)

Slide: Courtesy of  Paul Cowie,
University of Newcastle



óQUADRUPLE HELIXô
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ñéwhere government, industry, 
academia and civil participants work 
together to co-create the future and 
drive structural changes far beyond 
the scope of what any one 
organization or person could do 
alone. 

This model encompasses also user-
oriented innovation models to take 
full advantage of ideas' cross-
fertilisation leading to 
experimentation and prototyping in 
real world setting.ò(EU, 2018)
(https://ec.europa.eu/digital -single-
market/en/open - innovation-20)



SMART AND SUSTAINABLE READING 2050

ÅStarted in 2013

ÅBuilds on previous work (Reading 2020 and 2030 visions)

ÅEnvironment, economy and lifestyle

êHow could Reading be smart and sustainable?

êWhat would low carbon living look like?

ÅPhysical infrastructure, growth and development

êWhat will be the key urban growth areas?

êWhat are Readingôs key infrastructure requirements?

ÅPartners: Barton Willmore, University of Reading, Reading UK 

ÅBIS Future Cities Foresight Programme (2065 City Visions)











Reading: Urban Challenges

ÅChallenges (including)? ïfocus on 

medium term challenges

ÅEconomic growth

ÅResilience and prosperity

ÅTransport/infrastructure

ÅHousing/population growth

ÅóNarrowing the gapsô 

ÅUrban design and 

culture/heritage (Reading 2030 

Culture and Heritage Strategy)

ÅMoving to zero carbon by 2030 in 

context of climate change 

(Reading Climate Change 

Strategy)





Smart and 
Sustainable

Economy

Governance

Society

Environment

A ósmart & sustainableôcity is a city that 
leverages the benefits of ICT infrastructure 
to:

Å Improve the quality of life of its citizens

Å Ensure tangible economic growth for its 
citizens

Å Improve the well-being of its citizens

Å Establish an environmentally responsible
and sustainable approach to development

Å Streamline and improve the physical 
infrastructure

Å Reinforce resilience to natural and man-
made disasters

Å Underpin effective and well-balanced 
regulatory, compliance and governance 
mechanisms

SMART & SUSTAINABLE 
THINKING?

Source: ITU, 2014



HOW DID WE DEVELOP THE
VISION?



óGenerating a desirable future, and then looking backwards from that future to the 
present in order to strategise and to plan how it could be achievedô(Vergragt & 
Quist, 2011)

BACKCASTING



óéDRIVEN BY THOSE WHO LIVE, WORK AND 
SHAPE OUR CITYéô



A PUBLIC CONSULTATION



WHAT DOES THE VISION LOOK 
LIKE?

https://youtu.be/14DFou16pLQ


SMART AND SUSTAINABLE CITY

�µThe new Reading 2050 Vision will help us 
establish ourselves as an internationally-

recognisedand economically successful city 
region. 

A city where low carbon living is the norm, and 
the built environment, technology and 

innovation have combined to create a dynamic, 
smart and sustainable city with a high quality of 

life and equal opportunities for all�¶.

www.reading2050.co.uk


