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WHY ARE CITIES IMPORTANT
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... but make a much bigger contribution
to the national economy (Top 63 PUAS)

Source GOS/ Centre for Cities, 2014



Temperature relative to average for whole period

(degrees Celsius)

Temperature changes around the world (1901-2018)
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CLIMATE EMERGENCIES & TRANSITION TOWN!

UK councils declaring a climate emergency Transition towns
(as at October 2019)

Source: https://www.trafforddatalab.io
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WHY DO WE NEED CITY VISIONS?

A Sense of purpose
A Vitality and belief systems

A What sort of future do we
want?

A Promote discussion and
debate

A Mobilise resources around
desired future




URBAN (CITY) FORESIGHT

fCity foresight is the science of thinking abou
the future of cities. It draws on diverse methods
to give decisioamakers comprehensive
evidence about anticipated and possible futuge
change..0

(Source: p7,GoS2016):City Foresigh}

Two current challenges in long-term thinking about UK city futures
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Possible but Improbable Future

NOW 25 YEARS 50 YEARS CHALLENGE 2
Non-probable, non-business-

CHALLENGE 1 as-us_ual inf_reqt_:ently
Future beyond 25 years rarely considered for city planning considered in city futures
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BENEFITS AND OUTCOMES
OF CITY VISIONING PROCESS

TANGIBLE OUTCOMES

vy

- Insights into policy

interrelationships
Novel ideas P

®© %

Early identification

Compelling narratives to of risk

use in city branding

Source:GoS, 2016

HIDDEN OUTCOMES

2 s

New relationships
and trust Greater buy-in for

future decisions

d @

External confidence in
long-term prospects

Facilitated learning
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transport/moblllty and peo'qple f

MParticipatory and inclusive
Aanalytically sound
Molitically viable
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A OCALGEXAMPLES OF
CITY VISIONS

ﬁReading 2050 il

/Basingstoke Horizon

2050
ANindsor 2030

HORIZON 2050

Creating a shared vision for the future

Y #Love
= Basingstoke



UK Government GOS Future of Cities Foresight Programme
(2013-2016)
(https:/lwww.gov.uk/government/collections/future-of-cities)

Other future city/region
initiatives
Devolution ANorthern Powerhouse
Agenda/Societal
Challenges

Foresight Working

ACatapulti Future Cities
Papers

AESRC Urban
Transformations
AEtcé é é .

UK National Foresight

London:
UCL city leadership

Foresight City
Network

City Vision

City Pilots Community

ARochdale BBelfast A eeds
ABristol ABirmingham A eicester
Avilton Keynes ACambridge A.ondon
MDerby ANottingham
Slide: Courtesy of Paul Cowie, merry/ Foxford

University of Newcastle Londonderry AReading
Adinburgh  ASheffield

Cardiff Liverpool AGlasgow
A ancaster



QUADRUPLE HELIA

. N
N évhere government, industry, ' \

/
academia and civil participants work {”“’“
together to co-create the future and
drive structural changes far beyond
the scope of what any one
organization or person could do
alone.

This model encompasses also user
oriented innovation models to take
full advantage of ideas' cross
fertilisation leading to .
experimentation and prototyping in N oo il
real world settingd(EU, 2018)

(https://ec.europa.eu/digital -single-
market/en/open -innovation- 20)

y
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BEER, BISCUITS, BRICKS & BULBS?



1960s and 1970s

el R “Reading is Dragsville” [Reading Chronicle, 1968)

2050



TODAY...AND THE FUTURE?

RE3AING UK S\

2050



READING TODAY (e e e

WORKING HERE AGREE.
Readingisa city with so much to offer. JEREIECNTINFEE

o

NO. Tinthe Uk forthe 10th mostattractiveEropean ity for

%o of people inthe labour foreign investment, behind only London and
. Cambridge.
markEt in emplwment. DI Ewopean Cities & Regions for the Futwre (2014)

Centre for cities City Monter 204

’ am 'hrorlesshy Car

® hroriessby Train

2nd (only to London) for the 1§

]50 languages are
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e o cultural diversity. E
5th ~ il
> 2 higheststart up ratein the UK and is inthe S dedy ot s e R i
Bth bestEyropn MICTO oy oo ptnts avtt e (. | i |
city for quality of life, based ~ coetoce A B I ST
on health, labour force and 5 3§ ol
income. 2nd most dynamic economy after Cambridge. § EHHHQ ’ ] ‘ H
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The Most Populous Town In The United Kingdom Not To Have City Status



Reading: Urban Challenges

AChallenges (including)? i focus on
medium term challenges

AEconomic growth

AResilience and prosperity 5
3 o
Empowerment urban urban
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AUrban design and
culture/heritage (Reading 2030
Culture and Heritage Strategy)

AMoving to zero carbon by 2030 in
context of climate change
(Reading Climate Change
Strategy)
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READING
(GREATER READING]

2050

e Geographic focus &
varying definitions

e Reading/Wokingham
Urban Area (plus

Arborfield, Woodley,
Theale, Crowthorne,
& Earley)

e Population:
318,014 (2011)




SMART & SUSTAINABLE
THINKING?

A Gmart & sustainabldxity is a city that
leverages the benefits of ICT infrastructure

Improve the quality of life of its citizens

Ensure tangible economic growth for its
citizens

Improve the well being of its citizens

Establish an environmentallyresponsible
and sustainable approach to development

Streamline and improve the physical
infrastructure

Reinforce resilience to natural and man
made disasters

Underpin effective and wellbalanced
regulatory, compliance andgovernance
mechanisms

oo Do D> oo oI g

Source: ITU, 2014
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HOW DID WE DEVELOP THE =~
VISION?

2050

STEP INTO READING'S FUTURE



BACKCASTING

Vision of
what I want

Present 1. Begin with the end in mind
>2. Move backwards from the vision to the present
3. Move step by step towards the vision

A A

dsenerating a desirable future, and then looking backwards from that future to the
present in order tostrategise and to plan how it could be achievei{Vergragt &
Quist, 2011)



0 &RIVEN BY THOSE WHO LIVE, WORK AND  wwsma
SHAPE OUR CIT¥ 0

Since then we have
engaged with a broad
spectrum of people and

businesses, to develop
and test ideas, consulting 9
over 21,000 members

of the local community, ... M EM B E RS |_ CA |_

me 350 local busin OF THE LOCAL
f:pr:sentat:rias anj = ". COMMUNITY EV E N TS BUSINESSES
hosting 15 events to

discuss and shape the
opportunities for Reading.




A PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Step into Reading 2050

> A campaign to engage the public in the 2050

project was launched as part of Reading's
March 2016 Year of Culture. A Reading Bus based
exhibition and supporting campaign engaged
over 21000 in total including over 2000
people face to face.

> Find out more




WHAT DOES THE VISION LOOK
LIKE?

2050

STEP INTO READING'S FUTURE


https://youtu.be/14DFou16pLQ

AINABLE CITY

the new Reading 2050 Vision will help us
establish ourselves as an internationally
recognisedand economically successful city
region.

A city where low carbon living is the norm, and
the built environment, technology and
Innovation have combined to create a dynamic,
smart and sustainable city with a high quality of
life and equal opportunities for all

www.reading2050.co.uk



